IlepiAnyr) - Summary

Ttépavog Iwavvidng «To xkivipa TV  €PYOoOTACLAK®V
emrponwmv, 1974-1981»

H avamnrtodn kat avadopnorn g Propnyaviag tng ENadag petalo 1960 xat
1973 dapoppwos pla Vvéa €PYOOTAOLAKI] €PYATIKY] TAfn, pe KOPLo
XAPAKTNPLOTIKO T ODYKEVIP®OL PEYAAOD HEPODLG TOL EPYATIKOL OLVAPIKOD
o€ peoateg Kat peyaleg emyelproets. H vea epyatikn) tavtotnta ovykpotrionke
ot Paon Tov &v yével «Blopnyavikod epydrr», aveldikevtov 11 PLOO-
elOIKELPEVOD, O  AVTIOWIOTONI] He EPYATIKEG DIIOKEIPEVIKOTNTEG IIOD
Baotlovtav otnv edikevor 1) Tov KAAdo mapaymyns.

Ta Paowda npoPAnpata @V ePyoOoTACIAK®V €PYAT®V IHepAdpPavav T
XapnAr apoPry g epyooTactakng epyaoiag, tig avioytetvég kat emkivooveg
ovvOnkeg epyaoiag xat v de facto amayopevon Tov ovvOlkaiiopov. H
KATAotaorn avtr) Pplokotav oe nAp1n avtifeon pe TV KOWV®VIKI] avayveplon
TG OLPPOATG TOL PLOopNXAVIKOD KAAOOL 0T OOVOALKT] OLKOVOHLKI] AVAIITOSN)
KAl TNV KOW®OVIKT) I1poodo. Avtd ta npoPAnpata oSovinkav vmo to kabeotmg
g Owtatopiag t@v Zoviaypatapyxov (1967-1974). Edpaiwbnke n avtiAnyn
OTL 1] INY1] OAWV T®V KOWGOVIKOV HPOPANPAT®OV NTAV I «XOOVIA» KAl 1)
OlaIm\oK1] OTPATIWTIK®V KAl OWKOVOHIK®V IIAPAYOVI®V. Zvvakolovba, 1)
MetamnoAitevor), ®g nmpoonadela AOPAKPLVONG AIl0 TO YOLVTIKO mapeAbov,
AIIOTENEOE TNV eLKAlPiA yia TV mpootdbela avatpomnrg tov dedopévav Kat
OTODG EPYACLAKOLG X®POUG.

To {impa g epyaociag xat tov epyatikod oLVOKAAOpoL Ténke oe dvO
emneda émetta amd tov lovhio too 1974, Xto Oeopikd emimedo, 1)
AVTUIOAITEDOI] COKODOE KPITIKI) OtV «eAeyyOpevy) petapaocn» IOV
ermyepovoe 1 npwtn KoPépvnon g NA (1974-1977) otov oLVOIKAMOTIKO
X®po. 2to eminedo g epyatikrg Pdaong, Sexivnoav amepyieg 1)0n amo To
Kalokaipt tov 1974, pe TOLG €PYATEG VA OPYAVAOVOVIAL Of SeXWPLOTEG
EMTPOIIEG KAl OMPATELX AV EPYOO0TAOL0, aLTOVOHRA Kat dixmwg ovvdeon pe ta
devtepoPfadpia ovVOIKAAOTIKA Opyava.

2ovolikd katapetprifnkav 253 amepyleg Kat OTdOElg gpydaoiag ot
Popnxavia éwg tov Iovvio too 1980. Kovpiapyn poper) xivnromoinong
arotéleoe 1 «amepyla dtapkeiag» (41% ToV MEPUITOOL®Y), EV® EUPAVIOTKE
KAl 1] Hop@1] T®V HOAD®P®OV OTACEDV gpyaotag, ev eidet amepyiag (12%). Aev
E\epav kxat ot 24wpeg xat 48wpeg amepyieg (29%), ot omoieg, woOTOOO,
ep@avicav avdntiki tdaon amd to 1977 xat petd, €g PAPog TV AIEPyLOV
dlapketag. Aev mposkvyav enapkeig evoeilelg yla ) OLOXETION TOV AIIEPYIDV
pe KAadwég dopopgieg, ovTe Kat tomikég ovvoOrkes. H pelétn Oetypartog
arepywv Katédelle evav peco opo mept tov 30 npepwv avd Kivnromoinon.
Tehog, Oraypagnke xabapd 1 TAON KATAKEPUATIOHOD KAl AIOPOVOONG TV
AIlepyl®V Ota €PyooTdold, 1 omoia evioxvOnke amo v adovapia
OLYKPOTNO1G €VOG GLVTOVIOTIKOD 0OPYVOL TV EMTPOIIMV.

Ta amoteléopata teov anepywwyv degepav amo emyeipnorn oe emtyeipnon. Ot
arepyleg  onwodnmote  ovvéPalav ot dnuovpyla  evog  KAtpartog



Ap@oPNTNONG TOL XAPAKTNPEA THG PLOPNXAVIKIG EMXEPNUATIKOTTAG, EVR
HapdAnAa avedel§av OAeg Tig MAEDPEG TOV «EPYATIKOD (NTHHNATOG».

210V gpyatikO AOYO NG MePLOOOD, KOPLA XAPAKTPLOTIKA HTAV 1] APEOT] KOt
adtalaxtn) SlatdImor TeV ATtPATEOV Kat 1] Otdbeon emPoAnig g epyaTiKr|g
0é\nong oto KOW®@VIKO OOVOAO («VOHOG elval To OlKlO TOL epydTr»). ZTOV
Xopo g akpag Aptotepdg xat tov ITAXOK, o oovdvaopog avtog katéotnoe
TODG €PYOOTAOLAKOVG epydteg OOHPOAa Thg ovveyong tng eGéyepong Tov
[ToAvteyveiov otig véeg ovvinkes. To 100 toyve yia peydAa Tprnpata g
£vTova HNOATTIKOIIOUPEVNG, APLOTEPNS VeoAatag tng ermoxns. To epyootaotako
kivnpa ennpéaoe Tig mopeieg (wr)g eKAToviddmV VE®V TG Aplotepdg, ot omoiot
aoyxoAnfnkav évtova pe v vnoot|pidn v anepywv. [ToAot avaldritoav
gpyaota ota gpyootaota yia va npowbroovv molttikovg otoxovg. To KKE
E0MTEPIKOL KpATnoe oplopeveg arnootdoelg, ala 1o KKE, amno to kaloxaipt
tov 1975 kat enetta, avtitdayonke ofevapd otV IPOOIITIKI) TNg OLVEXLONG KAt
KAPAIK®ONG TOV aIlepyl®v ota epyootdotd. To {itnpa fjtav oovOedepevo pe
T1g npoondbeleg e0PAl®ONG TOV KOPHAT®V OTO VEO MOATIKO OKIVIKO KAl TN
Otexdiknon 0Ocoewv otovg OLVOIKAAMOTIKODG Oeopodg MOL &v T® HETASL
AVaOLOTIVOVTAV.

H duvapixn) tov armepytov evidyxOnke 0to pedpa TG «aroyovuvToIoinong» g
eANVIKI|g KOowvaviag, Iov damotehodoe TO KOwoO onpelo avagopas. To
amepylakod Kivipa oOta epyootdold emnpéace Tovg IOAITIKODG Kt
OLVOIKAAIOTIKOOG POpPelg, akOpn KAt avtovg MOL XAPAKTHP(av apyikd Tig
arepyleg mg «eSTPEPIOTIKEG» evépyeleg. H expopd Tav epyatikov dekdikr|oemv
EVTOG €VOG aVTLYOLVTIKOD AALGLoL ebVooLOoE Tr) d1adoor) Kat DIIOCTHPISH TOV
EPYATIKDV ALTHATOV.

H xopépvnon emyelpnoe va 0O¢oer ta amodextd oOpta OeSaywyr|g too
EPYATIKOD OLVOIKAMOPOD He TO VOHOOXEOW0 «IIEPl  EMAYYEAPATIK®V
OOPATEI®V KAl EVOOE®V KAl OlaopaAioeng g ouvOlKaloTikng ehevbepiag»
(«vopog 330») v avoiln tov 1976. Ot pop@pég opydvmong Kat Kopimg ot
HOPPEG AyDdVA TOL EPYOOTAOIAKOD Kivijpatog kabiotavto ékvopeg. Mpoota
OTI] Veéd KATAOTAON, O POAOG T®V KOMPAT®V TrG ApPlotepdg KAl TOV
OLVOIKAAIOTIK®V OpYyAVMOe®V II0L NAeyyav, avaPabpiotnke, g Papog tov
EPYOOTACIAK®V epyatwv. Metd Tig ovykpovoelg g 25ng Matoo 1976 xat v
KATAOTOAI] TV OladnAdT®wVv emKpAtoe eva KAlpa mpoPoxkatopoloyiag. Zta
gpyootaola onupewwbnke Kopa AmoALOE®V  OLVOIKAAMOTwV, Olywg va
onpetwbovy oNpavTikég avtiOpPAaoeL.

AxolovOnoe 1 £§0d0g TG mOATTIKOIOUHEVNG VEOAdiag Ao Td epyooTdold,
Wilng Tov gottntav. ITapdMnAa to evOiagepov g Aplotepdg otpeoTav
OTOV TOPEd TNG DIIEPUOIILONG TOV OIKAIOPATOV Katl eAevbeplav, eSattiag tov
dikaotikov Owwlemv yia ta yeyovota tng 25ng Mar). IIpog ta teAn too 1976
edpawwbnke n atobnorn ot 1o moAttiko kabeotwg etye otabeporowmbet xat OTL 0
HPETATIOAITEDTIKOG KOKAOG KOWMVIKOV ay®veVv Badile Ipog v 0AOKANP®OT)
TOUL.

Ta amnotedéopata Tov KWVIHATOG TOV EPYOOTACIAK®V EMTPON®V  Elval
dvodiakpita xat avupatikd. Amo T pila, HOAA paxnTkd oopateia tng
IIPONYOOPEVTG TIEptodov mapéhvoav. Amod v dM\n, 1 dpvon ocopdteiov



ovveYloTnKe €®¢ TO TENOG TG OEKAETIAG, OIIMG KAl Ol ALSHOELG TV EPYATIK®DV
arodoywv. Tavtoypova, ®otdoo, 1] EPYO0TACLAKI) epyacia egakoAovbdovoe va
elvatl pua koovpaotikn) kat avioytewvr) omobeon). IToAot epyateg avadlijtnoav
gpyaoia oe aAovg KAAS0VG 1] XP1OHOIOoN0AV TI§ AIIOTARIEDOELS TOVG Yid VA
avoifouv kdmolo epnopko katdaotpa. Ot Swadwkaoieg avtég, ON®g Kat 1)
avaveémor] ToL EPYATIKOL dLVAPIKOD Pe VEovg mov Oev elyav v dpeon
EHIEPIA TOV EPYOOTACLAK®V EMITPONMYV, £PEPAV OTNV EMPAVELD Td IIO
petproniadn otowela kot mpoetoipacav TG efeAifelg  OTOV  EPYATIKO
oovOKaAlopo ) Oexaetia tov 1980.

Stefanos loannidis : «The factory committees” movement, 1974-
1981»

The growth and restructuring of the industrial sector of the Greek economy
betweeen 1960 and 1973 shaped a new factory working class, the main
characteristic of which was the concentration of a large part of the workforce
in medium to large-scale factories. The new workers” identity was formed on
the basis of the general “industrial worker”, unskilled or semi-skilled, in
contrast to workers’ subjectivities based on skill or production branch.

The fundamental problems of factory workers included the low pay of factory
work, the unhealthy and dangerous working conditions and the de facto
prohibition of trade-unionism. This situation came into sharp contrast with
the social recognition of the contribution of the industrial sector to the total
economic growth and social progress. These problems became sharper under
the dictatorship of the Colonels (1967-1974). During that time arose the
conception that the source of all social problems was the “junta” and the
interweaving of military and economic agents. Consequently, Metapolitefsi, as
an effort to move away from the dictatorial past, constituted an opportunity
for an attempt to change the situation in the workplace.

After July 1974, the question of work and workers’ trade unionism was posed
on two levels. On the institutional level, the opposition criticized the
“controlled transition” carried out by the first goverment of New Democracy
(ND, 1974-1977). On the level of the base of the workers, strikes began already
from the summer of 1974, with workers organizing in separate committees
and unions in each factory, autonomously and without links to the second-
degree, branch trade-union organizations.

In total, 253 strikes and work stoppages were counted in Greek industry until
June 1980. The dominant form of mobilization was the “unlimited strike”
(41% of all strikes). In another 12% of cases, continuous work stoppages of a
long duration took place, with virtually the same effect as a strike. There were
also 24- and 48-hour strikes (29%), but these were mainly concentrated in the
period after 1977, undermining the practice of unlimited strikes. There was
not sufficient evidence to assert a correlation of strikes with peculiarities or
special situations on a branch or local level. The study of a sample of strikes



turned out an average duration of around 30 days for each mobilization.
Finally, the tendency of fragmentation and isolation of factory strikes was
clearly marked. This tendency was reinforced by the failure to form a
coordinating body of the workers” committees.

The outcome of the strikes differed from factory to factory. Certainly, the
strikes contributed to questioning the role of industrial entrepreneurship,
while at the same time brought to the forefront all sides of the “workers’
question”.

The main features of the workers” discourse of the period were the implacable
and direct formulation of workers” demands and the willingness to impose
the workers” opinion on society (“the right of the worker is law”). In the
milieu of the extreme Left and the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK),
this combination made the factory workers symbols of the continuation of the
Polytechneio uprising in the new circumstances. The same was true for a
large part of the intensely politicized, left-wing youth of the period. The
factory movement affected the life-courses of hundreds of left-wing militants,
who were preoccupied with supporting the strikes. Many of them sought to
take up jobs in the factories, with a view to promoting political aims. The
KKE-interior maintained some distance, but the KKE, from the summer of
1975 on, strongly opposed the prospect of the continuation and escalation of
the strike wave in the factories. The question was related to the efforts of the
political parties to consolidate themselves in the new political scenery and the
balance of forces in the trade-union institutions which were then being
reformed.

The dynamics of the strikes became part of the current of “de-juntization” of
Greek society, which was the common point of reference. The strike
movement in the factories affected the political and trade-union agents, even
those who initially deemed strikes “extremist” actions. The articulation of the
workers” demands within and anti-junta framework contributed to their
propagation and acceptance.

The government attempted to set the acceptable limits of workers’ trade-
unionism with the law “on trade-unions and the safekeeping of trade-union
freedom” (“law 330”) in the spring of 1976. The forms of organizing and
especially the forms of action of the factory strikers were being made illegal.
In this new situation, the role of the parties of the Left and the trade-unions
they controlled was amplified, while factory workers were isolated. After the
clashes on the streets in the strike of 25 May 1976 and the subjugation of
protesters by the police, public discourse centered around talk of provocateurs.
In the factories, trade-union leaders were being laid off en masse, without
meeting much resistance.

The departure of the politicized youth, especially the students, from the
factories, soon followed. At the same time, the Left was increasingly being
preoccupied with the defense of civil rights and liberties, owing to large-scale
judicial proceedings regarding the events of May 25. As 1976 closed, the sense
became widespread that the political regime had stabilized and that the post-
junta circle of social struggles was coming to an end.



The results of the factory committees” movement are both hard to discern and
contradictory. On the one hand, many militant trade-unions of the former
period were paralyzed. On the other hand, the creation of new unions
continued until the turn of the decade, as did the increases in wages. At the
same time, however, factory work continued to be physically demanding and
unhealthy. Many workers sought jobs elsewhere or used their savings to open
small-scale retail shops. These processes, along with the renewal of the
workforce with new workers lacking the experience of the factory
committees, brought to the fore more elements, preparing the trade-union
developments of the 1980s.



