IMepinyn - Summary

Baoilng Owovopoov: «Avdapeoa oOTig OOPOANYAdEG: KOIWVMOVIKOIMOATIKO
KAlpa kat otpatiwtikeg mpoertotpaocieg otn F'alia too MeoomoAépoo
(1918-1939)»

O MeoonoAepog vrmpde 1 Kkprowpotepn) nepiodog mov Otevooe 1) I'" TalAwkr) Anpoxpartia.
Katd m dwapkewd tov, 11 xopa éptace tavtoxpova oto evib xat to vadip g, agov to
Oplappo tng vikng otov A’ Ilaykoopto IToAepo dev apynoe va dradextel 1) tameivoon tg
OLKOVOMIKN|G Kal TIIOATkI)g vmoPdadpiong, 1 omoia pdAtota kopvopwbnke pe v
eSevtehtotikn) rjtta tov 1940 xat v katdxktnon arno Tovg eppavoug.

[Tave an’ oAa, Opws, 0 Meoomnolepog vr)pde pia mepiodog evtovev aviibéoemv, Onwg n
AvAayKn yld €KODYXPOVIOHO IIOD OLYKPOLETAlL HE TNV eppovi) pe 1o mapeAfov, n
AVTIKATAOTAON TG OUIA®@HUATIKIG AVAAYNOlAG Ao THV MOALTIKI] TOU KATEDVACHOL KAt 1)
ayovindng npoondbeta piag nmapnkpacpévng voepdvvapng va diatnprjoet to d1edvég g
KOPOG. £2¢ ex TOLTOL, Ol OVO dekaetieg MOV pecoafnoav avdapeoa otovg ITaykooptovg
IToAepovg amotehovv Kat mmepiodo petdaPaoctg.

[Teproootepo amd omowadnmote dA\n xopa, 1 ['aAlia xAndnke va eykataleiypet Tig
dokipaopeveg peBodovg tov mapeNdoviog kat va mpoodappootel oe véa, OSapKmg
petaparlopeva Oedopéva. Xto onpelo avto LIECEPYOVIAL PAAOTA KAl Ol IAYI®HEVEG
AVTIANPELG OXETIKA HE TNV akapia g YAANIKI|G TTOAITIKIG KAl OTPATIOTIKIG NYeoiag, g
onoiag avtavdaxkAaor arotelet n Aeyopevn napaxkpt) 1} Décadence.

210X0¢ avtrg g OWAGPATIKIG epyaoiag etvat va @oTtioet Tig ev OANOIG AYyV®OOTEG
mtoxeg Tov YaAAkod MeoomoAépov, kabmg kat va xatappipet TG OTEPEOTLIIKEG
KATaokevég mov mnpowbndnkav oto mapeNdov ki emavep@avifoviair TAKTIKA Ot
PipAoypagia. Avtd mpokettal va yively, HEo® HIAg eKTEVOLG ava@opds OTIG KOWMVIKEG
dlepyaoieg, Ta MOMTIKA TEKTAIVOPEVA, T OUWA@HPATIKY] dpaoTnPlOTTa KAt Tt SlapopPmor)
TOV YAAK®V eVOITA@V dvvdpemv, oto Ordotnpa petadd 1918-1939.

Baowo epyaleio yia myv emiteodn tov otoxov avtov Oa amoteléoet i Oraipeon) tng ev
AOY® TIEPLODODL O HVO PAOELG, Ol OIIOLEG XOVOPLKA avTIoTOL oLV OTig Oexkaetieg Tov 1920 xat
tov 1930. I[Tpokettal yia éva diaitepa IPAKTIKO OXIHA, APOD TO IPOTO 10D AVTLIOTOLYEL
oe pla Ppayeia mepiodo KOWmVIKEG evPopiag Kt eOvVikIg eKIAP@ONG, eved To dedTePO OTY
otadtakr) SwaBpwon g 1oxdOg TG XDPAS.

Evag axopn tpomog pe tov omoto Oa emyelpndel va mpooeyylotetl 1 mepiodog avtr)
arrotelel 11 aAvAaAvor ONPAVIIK®OV eVVOlRV, onwg 11 Décadence xatv n Mentalité Maginot,
Kabwg IIPOKeLTal yia OPOLG-KAEOLd, X®OPIg TNV avagopd Kat TV ereSrjynorn tTov oroimv 1
eSaymyr] OAOKANP®HEVOV ovprepacpdatov dev Oa ntav e@ikty. Ze avtég Oa yivovtat
evoeleyelg avagopeg Kt eviote Oa agilepmvovtatl ONOKANpa KeQAAdta.

Mropet Aoutov 1 etoodog tng l'aliag otov B' Ilaykoopto IToAepo va pnv kalomtetat
aro Ta CLPPATIKA OPla IOV OPIOTNKAV IAPAIIAV®, AAAA 0 KOPHOG TG IIAPOLOAS Epyaotiag
MEPLOTPEPETAL TOOO YOP® AIIO TN d1ACPAAIOL] TG A0 T YEPHAVIKI] AIIEIAl] OO0 KAl Ao
TV HOAepkr) TG mHporapaokevr). Kopia emdindn, oe kdbe mepimtwon, amoteletl 1)
rapovoiaon pilag evkpvovg Kt oAoKANpopevng ewkovag g I'aAdiag, ota xpovia tov
MeocomoAepov.

Vasileios Oikonomou: «Between a rock and a hard place: social-political



climate and military preparations in Interwar France (1918-1939)»

The Interwar years were crucial for the 3rd French Republic. During this period the
country reached its peak and came crushing down shortly after, as the triumph of victory
in the First World War was undermined by the political and financial degradation that
became the ultimate reasons for the humiliating defeat of 1940 and the consequent
German occupation.

But above all, those years were a period of intense contradictions like the need for
modernization colliding with past obsessions, the replacement of diplomatic inflexibility
by the politics of appeasement and the agonizing attempts of a declining superpower to
retain its former glory. In this way the two decades between the World Warscould also be
considered as a time of transition.

More than any other country, France had to relinquish the ways of the past in order to
adapt to new and constantly changing circumstances. It is in this point that long
established preconceptions about the political and military establishment’s stiffness begin
to appear. And there is no better example than the so called decadence of the french
people during this period.

The aim of this master thesis is to shed some light on the aspects of Interwar France that
are more or less unknown and to confute the antiquated narratives that persist to appear
in literature. This will be achieved through an extensive reference to social processes,
political developments, diplomatic activities and restructuring undergone by the french
military between 1918-1939.

Dividing said period in two distinct phases will be a necessary tool since they roughly
apply to the 1920’s and the 1930’s. It's a quite helpful analogy because the first half of this
era is related to a short period of national fulfillment and euphoria, while the second one
applies to the country’s gradual decline of power.

One more way in which this period will be approached will be the analysis of important
terms like Decadence or the Maginot Mentality. They are keywords and without mentioning
and/or explaining them it is not possible to extract definite conclusions. There are going to
be thorough breakdowns and in some cases complete chapters dedicated to them.

And though France’s entry to the Second World War may not be covered by the
conventional time frame that is given above, this thesis is still connected with the attempts
made to deter Germany and the country’s preparation for war. Thus its sole purpose is to
present a complete and coherent picture of Interwar France.



