NepiAnyn - Abstract

EvayyeAia Maviatn, H petapacn and tnv Avwtepn MaAatoAOiki otn MeooAOki
otov eEAAaSLIKO Xwpo

To I\Tnua NG MeTafaong Twv ovOpWIVWY KOWOTATWV amod 1o
TPODOCUAAEKTIKO 0TO TPOodOTAPAYWYLIKO 0TASLO amOTEAEL KEVTPLKO BEpa 0Tn HEAETN
¢ mpoiotopiag Tou avBpwrmou. ITO EPEUVNTIKO AUTO TAAICLO Ol KOWWVIEG TwV
Kuvnywv — TPodPooUAAEKTWY TOU TEAOUCG Tou [MAELOTOKAIVOU KOl TwWV apXwv Tou
OAokaivou otov eAadilkd xwpo amotelouv Slaitepo medbio HeAETng, ev OYeL
HAAlOTa TwV Bewplwv Tou €xouv TeBel yla Tov Tpomo eudavions tng NeoABkng
oTNV EVPWTAIKN ATELPO.

H aApatwdng mpdodog Twv GUCIKWVY EMIOTNUWVY Ta TeEAeUTala xpovia £0soe
otn &1aBeon pag MoAU epLlocoTeP Kal Tio akplpr Sedopéva: EPLOCOTEPEC KAL TILO
okpBelc amdAuTeg XpoVOAOYNOELS TWV avaokaplkwy SeSoUEVWY, TIEPLOCOTEPEC KAl
EUMEPLOTATWHEVEG HEAETEC YL Eva EUPU PACHUA UKPOEUPNHUATWY TIOU TtpoéKuayv
oo TNV ENUMAEUON TWV eMWoswV (Asipava putwy, {wwv, BLwWV, paAakiwy).

Itnv Tmapovoa MeEAETN emAExBnkav Tpelg Ofoelg pe  SNUOCLEUMEVEG
akoAouBie¢ amd tnv Kkpiown petoPatikn mepiodo amd to [MAswotdkalvo oto
OAoOkawvo: n Bpaxookemnn otn Mmotha, to onAalo otn OeOMETPA, KOL TO OMAAALO
oto OpayxOL OL Beoelg ota onmAAata Statnpolv KOAUTEPA OTPWHATOYPADNULEVOUG
opilovteg, av kol Loxupol mapdyovteg avapoxAevong dev eival omaviol, OMwe otnv
neplmtwon tg Oeometpag. OL OE0EC QUTEG TPOEpXOVTIAL QMO Tplol EVIEAWC
Sladopetika dualoypadika meptBarlovra tou eANadkol Xwpou: To BA TUAUA TNG
Hnelpou, to BA dkpo tng Beooalikng mediadag kat to BA akpo tng Mehomovvricou
avtiotola.

JTO TMPWTO MEPOC yivetal Aemtopeprc mapabson twv Sedopévwv ava
ABootpwpatoypadikd opilovia tou evdlad£povtog pag. ulnteital n cuotacn Twv
ETXWOEWV, OL OMOAUTEC XPOVOAOYNOELS TIOU €XOUuV TIPOKUYEL, n akoAoubia twv
ABotexvikwy, BLOAPXOLOAOYIKWY KOl OLKLOTIKWY S€80UEVWY, KOBWG Kal TwV TAPLKWV
KOlL TwV OTOLXElWV yLa TNV KOOUNON TOU OTOUOU.

Jto Seltepo pEPOC yivetal mpoomadbela ocuvBeong twv Sedopévwyv ava
EMOXN. ZNTOUHEVO TNG apoloag MEAETNG UTAPEE N AmoTUTIWOoN KAtd to duvatov
TOU OUVOAOU TWV TOALTIOUIKWY XOPOAKTNPLOTIKWY TWV OCUYKEKPLUEVWY KOLVOTHTWV
Tou €{noav ota oUYKeKpLUEVA dualoypadikd meplBailovia tou eAAASIKOU XWPOU
KOTA TO KPLoLWWO LETABATIKO StaoTtnua oo tn pia otnv emopevn yewAoyikn nepiodo.
Ztoxog unnpée va dladavel Tt AAAae oTa TMOALTIOULKA TOUG KATAAOLTA KAL O€ TIOLO
BaBuo, T mBavwg ocuvexiotnke A TL Kawvouplo epdaviotnke. Na davel n oxéon Twv
KOLWVOTHTWVY TIou €Inoav otnv mPwTtn YEWAOYLKN Tiepiodo pe autég mou €lnoav otn



Oeltepn. Na SlepeuvnBel av amotéAecav KOWOTNTEG TIOU TPOCAPUOCTNKAV KOl
OUVEXLOOV N akoAouBnBnkav omod VEEG HE eVIEAWG OLOUPOPETIKA TOALTIOULKA
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA N €av TBavwe éAafav xwpa Kat ot SUo SLadLkaoleg.

H glkdva mou teAikd avaduBnke elval autr TNG CUVEXELAC KOL TWV QAAQYWV.
AmnotunwOnkav KoWwwvieg SUVOULKEG HE LOLOITEPA VEWTEPLKA yloL TNV EMOXN TOUC
XOPOKTNPLOTIKA, OMw¢ Tta epyalAeia Astaopévou AiBou, o mMnNAOG, n moapouacia Tou
unAtakol oplavou, n ¢povtida Twv VEKPpWY Kol Ta oTolXela yla TNV KOOUNGN Tou
atopou. Ta blaitepa autd XOPOAKTNPLOTIKA TEKUNPLWVOUV OO T WA TNV
ETUKOWVWVIA TWV KOWOTATWY OUTWV OE QMOOTACEL; LEYAANG eUPEAELRG, amd TNV
OA\N Opwg tnv Olaitepn S€o0pEUo TOUG HPE TOV TOMO TOU XPNOLUOToinocav.
Amnotuntwvouv emiong Tig Wiaitepeg diepyaoieg mou EAafav xwpo 0TO VONTIKO TOUG
eninedo, oTNV MPOOTABELA TOUG VA OPLOOUV TNV ATOULKN) AAAQ Kal T GUAAOYLKH TOUG
TouToOTNTA.

To oUVTOPO €MELCOSL0 TNG KALATIKAG avtiotpodns tng Neapng Apudadog
dalvetal otL umnpée KoUPLKAG onuaciag yla T aAAayég mou odnynoav oto
Tpodomnapaywyko otadlo.

Evangelia Maniati, The transition from the Upper Palaeolithic to the Mesolithic in
the Greek mainland.

The issue of the transition of hunters — gatherers to farmers and herders is a
fundamental issue in the study of human prehistory. Within this field of research the
hunter — gatherers societies of the end of the Pleistocene and the beginning of the
Holocene in Greece constitute an interesting part, especially due to the theories that
have been placed concerning the beginning of the Neolithic in the European
continent.

The excessive progress that has been accomplished during the last decades in
the field of natural sciences has provided us with an abundance of more precise
data: more accurate absolute dates of the excavated units, more well established
studies of a wide range of micro remains that have come to light through the
flotation process of the excavated units (remains of plants, animals, fish, molluscs).

For our present study we selected three sites that preserve well established
sequences dating to the critical transitional period from the Pleistocene to the
Holocene. These sites are the rockshelter at Boila, the cave at Theopetra and the
cave at Franchthi. Caves usually preserve more intact stratigraphical units, although
strong post-depositional disturbance factors are not uncommon, as in the case of
Theopetra. The sites are located in three completely different environmental



territories of the Greek mainland: the NW part of Epirus, the NW end of the
Thessalian plain, and the NE part of the Peloponnese respectively.

In the first part of our study, we introduce a detailed presentation of the data
per stratigraphical unit of our interest. We discuss the sedimentological character of
the units of each site, the absolute dates that have been produced, the lithic
assemblages, the bioarchaeological data, the residential and burial evidence, as well
as the evidence concerning the decoration of individuals.

In the second part we attempt a synthesis of the data per period. The main
aim of our study was to depict the whole — if possible — of the cultural characteristics
of these communities that lived in those different territories of the Greek mainland
during the critical transitional period from the one geological period to the other.
We aimed to discern what has changed in their cultural remains in the new era and
to what extent, what probably remained the same or what new had emerged. We
further aimed to understand the relationship of those communities of the first
geological period to those of the second one. To investigate whether they were
communities that were adapted to the new climatic and environmental conditions
and continued to the Holocene or were succeeded by new ones with totally different
cultural characteristics or whether both processes took place in those areas.

The picture that has finally emerged is one of continuity and changes.
Dynamic societies have been depicted with highly advanced features, such as
polished stone tools, the existence of clay or Melian obsidian, the evidence for the
care for the dead or the decoration of the individuals. These highly advanced
elements document the long-range communication routes of these societies on the
one hand, but also reveal the special commitment these societies had to the sites
they used. These elements also hint to the particular processes that took place in
their intellectual realm, as part of their attempt to define their identity (personal of
communal).

The brief episode of climatic reverse of the Younger Dryas, seems to have
played a crucial role to the changes that led to the Neolithic way of life.



