Iepiinyn - Summary

Maopia-Evyevio Kovpovown: «To TpOTOYpAUROTE TOV KOOIKO TOV
Oumiiov tov I'pnyopiov Naliovinvov Sinai. gr. 339. XvpPoin ot

REAETI] TOV ELKOVOYPUPNUEVOV YEPOYPAP®V TOV 120V dLOVO.

O kmdwag Sinai. gr. 339 amoteleitar and 439 eVALa TEpyouNVIG SOCTACEDV
32,3%x25,4 ekatootd kot meprAapPavel oekoéll and TG capdvio mEvte ekpmvnbeioes
opdieg Tov I'pnyopiov Naliavinvoo (4og at.). [lpdketton yio Evay KOOTKO AEITTOVPYIKNG
€Kd00oMG, OTMC £XEL YOPOKTNPIOTEL 1M OCULYKEKPIWEV KOTNYopio KOOIK®V 7OV
neplapPove éva otafepo Potifo dekaéEt OLIAMY, Ol OTTOIES VLYY VMDGKOVTOV KOTA T1)
dupketa g Belag Aettovpylog oe KaBOPIOUEVES NUEPES TOV EKKANGLAGTIKOD £TOVG
avaAoya [e TNV €0PTN TNG NUEPOS N/KOL TV EVAYYEAKT] TEPUKOTY].

O 1010¢ 0 KMOKAG oG TOPEYXEL APKETEG TANPOPOPIES UECH TOV KMOOKOYPUPIKDV
ONUEIMUATOV TOL, TOL PBpiokoviol GtV apyn Kol 6TO TEAOG, YloL TOV OMPNTY|, TOV
TOPOANTTY Kot TV TTopeio Tov. Avapépetor 0Tt dmpicOnke amd TOV 1YOVUEVO TG LOVNIG
[Tavtokpdtopog oty Kovotavivovmodn, Ioone, om povy mg OgotdKov
[Mavtédvaococag oto vnoi ™¢ Ayiog 'Avkepiog mov PBpioketor Bopeloavatorkd ot
Odracca Tov Mapuopd. Agv yvopilovpe Yo TOG0 YPOVIKO SIACTNHA TO XEWPOYPUPO
napépeve otn povh g [avrdvacoag, ta onpepivd epeima g omoiag, kKabdg Kot M
oepayida TOV HOVOY®V NG TIGTOTOVV TNV VLmapén TG MEPAV TOV 10TOPIKOV
HOPTLUPLOV TTOV €XOVUE 6TN dbeon pag, mwotodco v 1n TovAiov tov étovg 1550 o
KOO petapépinke and tov povoayd ['eppovo, oukovopo Tov ovoitikov HEToyiov
otV Kpnm, otn povn g Ayiog Awoatepiving tov 6povg Xivd.

O KdOKAG, TOV PEPEL VEOTEPT GTAYMOOT TOV APy ®V TOL 160V at., datnpel o€ TOAD
KOAN KOTOOTOON TNV €IKOVOYPAPNOTN TOL, 1| OToio amoTeAeital amd o OAOGEAMON
EL0AYOYIKY TPOUETOTION [LE TO TOPTPaAito TOV aryiov I'pnyopiov Tov BeoAdYOV, dDdEKN
eMTITAEG TOPACTACELS OTNV Evapén kdbe ophiog (eAAeimovv T€ooepic KaBOTL TaL UAAN
QLT OVTIKOTAGTAON KOV PETAYEVESTEPX XWPIG VO EIKOVOYPapNBovV), d10kOGLa £ikost
évte (OOLOPPO KOl EIKOVIOTIKA TPOTOYPAUUOTO KOl EVVEN LIKPOYPOpies TepOmpiov.

To evolaQPEPOV OG EMIKEVIPMVETOL GTA TOALAPIOLO TPOTOYPALUOTO, TO, OO0l
KOTOAOYOYPOQOVVTOL OAQOPNTIKA Kot dtakpivovtar o€ d00 UEYAAES Katnyopieg
avdAioya pe to B€pa Tov TAPIGTAVOLV, 6 LOOLOPPA KOl EIKOVIGTIKA, TO, OTOiL LLE TN
oelpd Tovg yopilovror pe Pdon 10 mePEXOUEVO TOVS GE KOGHIKNG Kol OpNOKEVTIKNG

TPOEAEVOTG.



‘Enteita and v €1Kovoypopikn avdAvon tov (OOLopemV Kol TMV EIKOVIGTIKOV
TPOTOYPOUUATOV ETLYEPEITAL O EVTOMIGULOG KO 1] AVOGVGTOGT TOV TEPPAALOVTOC TOV
ATOTEAECAV Y10 TOV (OYPAPO TOL XEPOYPAPOL TOAVEG TN YEG EUTVELONC Y10l TIG OTKEG
TOV ONUIOVPYiES. ATOdEKVOETAL OTTMOC EIval PUGTKO, OTL XEPOYPAPO TNS 110G TEPLOOOV
dev amoteLoHV TO HOVAOIKO TTEdIo AVTANGTG TOVTT®V Kot oYNUdt®v, oALd 1 duvaToTTO
TOV KOAMTEYVN VO £PYETOL GE EMOPT LE GAAEG HOPPEG TEYVNG TOL Ppiokovtal 6To
andyeld Toug to 120 awwva omv KovoetavtivodmoAn, émmg ) pvnueloky] Coypaetkn,
TN YALTTIKY, TNV KEPOUIKY] KOl TN HETOAAOTEYViO, KOODC KOl M TAPUTHPNON TOL
kaOnuepvov Piov evog Pulaviivov, Tov TPocépepay Eva VP PACHA ETIAOYNG

SPOPETIK®V BepdTmV, Ta 0Toia KOTAPEPE VO EVTAEEL GTNV EPYNGia TOV.

Maria-Evgenia Kourousia: “The initial letters of the codex of the
Homilies of Gregory of Nazianzus Sinai. gr. 339. Contribution to the

study of the 12th century illustrated manuscripts.”

The codex Sinai. gr. 339 consists of 439 parchment folios measuring 32,3x25,4
cm each and includes sixteen of the forty-five homilies of Gregory of Nazianzus (4th
c.). It is a liturgical edition codex, as this particular category of codices has been
characterized, which included a fixed formula of sixteen homilies that were being read
during the Divine Liturgy on certain days of the ecclesiastical year depending on the
feast or/and the passage of the Gospel.

The codex itself provides a lot of information through its codicological notes,
which are found at the beginning and at the end of the manuscript, about the donor, the
recipient and its course. It is mentioned that it was given as a gift from the abbot of the
imperial monastery of Pantocrator in Constantinople, Joseph, to the monastery of the
Holy Theotokos Pantanassa on the island of Hagia Glykeria which is located northeast
at the Sea of Marmara. We do not know for how long the manuscript was at the
monastery of Pantanassa, whose current ruins and the seal of its monks attest to its
existence beyond the available historical evidence, however at the 1st of July 1550 the
codex was transferred from the monk Germanos, who was oeconomos of the metochion
of Sinai in Crete, to the Holy monastery of St. Catherine of Mount Sinai.

The codex, which has the newer binding of the early 16th c., preserves its

illustration in a very good condition" it is consisted of a full-page frontispiece with the



portrait of saint Gregory the Theologian, twelve headpieces at the beginning of each
homily (four missing because these folios were replaced subsequently without being
illustrated), two hundred and twenty-five zoomorphic and figurative initial letters and
nine marginal miniatures.

We focus on the numerous initial letters, which are listed alphabetically and
divided into two major categories depending on their subject, zoomorphic and
figurative, which in turn are distinguished on the basis of their content in secular and
religious origin.

After the iconographical analysis of the zoomorphic and the figurative initial
letters, is attempted the identification and the reconstruction of the environment that
was a potential source of inspiration for the painter of the manuscript. It is proved, of
course, that manuscripts of the same period are not the only source of forms and shapes,
but the artist’s ability to come into contact with other forms of art which were at their
peak in the 12th c. in Constantinople, such as monumental painting, sculpture, ceramics
and metalwork, as well as the observation of the daily life of a Byzantine, offered him
a wide range of choice among different subjects, which he managed to incorporate in

his work.



